


Public TV Fight 



By John Carmody 



The feud between the Cor- 
poration for Public. Broad- 
casting and the . Public 
Broadcasting Service, its 
semi-independent television 
network, intensified yester- 
day as CPB’s board of direc- 
tors announced a tentative 
1973-74 national ' program 
lineup notably devoid of 
public affiars shows. 

Missing in the fall, 1973, 
season would be such PBS 
public affairs staples as Wil- 
liam F. Buckley Jr.’ “Firing 
Line,” and . “Washington 
Week in Review,” the two 
most popular shows on the 
network in this category. 

Public broadcasting sources 
say that the deletion are a 
further indication of ' a 
CDB effort to either take 
over the network or do away 
with it entirely. 

In the first instance, these 
sources ■ say, the current 
PBS staff would be reduced 
to technicians now maintain- 
ing the 223-station “inter- 
connection” while CPB 
beefed up its programming 
staff, previously a one- 
man operation. On the other 
hand, the network could be 
dismantled, leaving pro- 



gramming to regional net- 
works or local stations, 
With major programs circu- 
lated by mail — a throwback 
to the early educational TV 
days. 

Negotiations are currently 
underway between the two 
organizations to "determine 
“roles.” The talks reportedly 
are at an impasse. 

The announcement itself 
was evidence of the deterio- 
ration in relations between 
the federally -funded parent 
organization and PBS. In 
past seasons, the network, 
with its own board of direc- 
tors’ approval, has dra.wn up 
schedules which were usu- 
ally ratified pro forma by 
the CPB board, subject only 
to non-partisan, budgetary 
considerations. Announce- 
ments of such decisions 
were usually left to PBS of- 
ficials. • 

Although the lineups re- 
leased yesterday followed 
PBS board recommenda- 
tions generally in the fields 
of drama and childrens’ 
fare, the public affairs' cut- 
back went to the heart of 
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the relationships between 
the two boards. The 16-mem- 
ber. PB^- board is led by a 
12-man majority of public- 
TV station managers; the 
presidentially - appointed, 
CPB board has an increas- 
ingly political 8 to 7 Repub- 
lican majority. 

Network officials have be- 
come increasingly alarmed 
over what they consider 
usurption of PBS’ role in na- 
tional program selection by 
the CPB, which began when 
Henry Loomis, a strong sup- 
porter -of President Nixon, 
replaced John Macy Jr. as 
CPB president in October. 

Even before he took the 
post, Loomis announced to 
the network’s 230 public-TV 
station managers that he in- 
tended to switch all author- 
ity in programming to CPB. 
He argued that since it was 
CPB that must answer each 
year to a balky Congress, it 
should have the responsibil- 
ity over programming deci- 
sions that sometimes affect 
its relations on the Hill. 

At the same time, Loomis 
repeated administration 
coniplaints about PBS pub- 
lic affairs which currently 



comprise about 30 per cent 
of the network’s weekly 
prime-time programming 
(against a commercial net- 
work rate of about 2 per 
sent). 

The administration has 
been wary of an “Eastern 
liberal establistment” view- 
point in PBS’s national pub- 
lic affairs programming. 
Spokesmen, including 

Loomis, say the need is for 
more shows at the local and 
regional level. They contend 
that current PBS efforts, 
originating in Washington, 
New York and Boston for 
the most part, tend to need- 
lessly duplicate commerical 
networks news. 

PBS considers itself the; 
voice of the local station man- 
agers. This year, when the 
PBS board drew up its sched- 
ule suggestions, they made a 
“compromise” response to the 
Loomis criticisms. 

Instead of submitting its 
current package of eight pub- 
lic affairs programs for re- 
newal, the PBS board sug- 
gested a $100,000 study be 
made to determine if pro- 
grams filmed by regional pub- 
lic TV production centers 
could be “mixed” into the net- 
work programming on a 




“The administration has been wary of an “Eastern liberal 
establishment” viewpoint in PBS’s national public affairs 
programming. Spokesmen say the need is for more shows at 
the local and regional level.” 
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nightly or weekly basis. These 
regional efforts would then 
lend political and goegraphi- 
cal “balance” to .whichever 
current PBS public affairs 
shows the board of both or- 
ganizations would choose to 
retain. ; 

CPB’s board rejected the 
proposal early in November 
and set about drawing up its 
own plans, those announced 
yesterday. 

Besides the Buckley show 
and “Washington Week in 
Review” at least two other 
current programs would be 
retired. “America, .’73,” pro- 
duce by the National Pub- 
lic Affairs Center for Televi- 
sion (NPACT) here and set 
to replace its “A Public Af- 
fair, 72” next month, 
would be dropped. “Bill 
Moyers’ Journal,” produced 
in New York, is also slated 
for retirement. 

Only Elizabeth Drew’s 
“Thirty Minutes With . . .” 



the lone NPACT survivor, 
the Boston-produced “The 
Advocates” and “Wall Street 
Week” are retained. 

“Crime .Gazette,’ a. show 
on law and order to be pro- 
duced in Boston would join 
the public affairs schedule 
next fall. 

The announcement yester- 
day stressed that a decision 
on other shows— presumably 
including “Black Journal”— 
that are largely in the pub- 
lic affairs area, was deferred 
until the board receives ad: 
ditional information on pos- 
sible alternative program- 
ming.” , 

Included in yesterday’s 
i lists -of programs was “two 
series of black programming 
as yet undetermined.” 
“Black Journal” is believed 
to be one of the two pro- 
grams, according to a CPB 
official. 

Network sources believe 
the “alternative” loophole 
keeps alive hopes for an 



NPACT proposal to borad- 
cast major speeches that 
often are missed by the com- 
mercial networks. 

Further program cuts are 
expected. Yesterday’s an- 
nouncement was based on a 
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budget of $70 million for fis- ' A CPB official yesterday 
cal 1974, about $3E> million acknowledged that alternate 
over the present funding budgets for the $35 and $45 
provided by a continuing res- million figures have also 
olution. • been drawn up. In either 

A more realistic 1974 fig- instance, sharp cuts in other 
ure, public broadcasting categories of programming, 
sources believe, would be a., except probably the chil- 
slight increase over the $45 dren’s fare, would be made, 
million finally approved by The PBS BOARD meets 
the President in August, but here Jan. 5, and the CPB 

which was lost when he ve- board Jan. 10. Both sides are 

toed the Labor-HEW money then expected to take the 

bill to which it was at- issue to Congress and the 

tached. public. V 





